
The Preeminence of Christ

Colossians 1:15–18, “Who is the image
of the invisible God, the firstborn of
every creature: For by him were all
things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created by
him, and for him: And he is before all
things, and by him all things consist.
And he is the head of the body, the
church: who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all
things he might have the
preeminence.”

 

Jesus is the image of the invisible God.
Jesus is the firstborn of the
resurrection. Jesus created all things in
heaven and earth, visible and invisible.
Jesus created all things for Himself.   
Jesus existed before creation, before
anything was made. Jesus is holding all
things together.

Jesus is the head of the church. Jesus is
the preeminent one. The key word in
this passage is preeminence. That
Jesus might have the preeminence. It is
God’s will that Jesus have the
preeminence over all things. God’s
purpose is for Jesus to have first place
in everything.

Preeminence means first place, highest
rank, supremacy, superiority above all
others.

There can be only ONE
preeminent.  Only one who is first
in all things. Only one who is the
firstborn of many. And Jesus is that
preeminent one.

Jesus is the image of the invisible
God. We will sometimes say about
a little boy, that he is the spittin’
image of his daddy. Or that a little
girl looks just like her mama. Paul
is saying something more than
that Jesus just resembles God. He
is saying that the invisible God is
revealed and made known to us by
Jesus. God himself is invisible. John
1:18, “No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him.”
Jesus declares God. Jesus says if
you want to see the Father, here I
am.

John 14:7–9, “If ye had known me,
ye should have known my Father
also: and from henceforth ye
know him, and have seen him.
Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew
us the Father, and it sufficeth us.
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been
so long time with you, and yet
hast thou not known me, Philip?
he that hath seen me hath seen
the Father; and how sayest thou
then, Shew us the Father?”
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He was claiming to be God.
And He was. And He is.

Who does the world say Jesus
is? Many say that He was a
good moral teacher, He was a
good Jewish boy who loved His
mother, or He was just a good
man, but He never claimed to
be God. Balderdash!

As we just saw, a simple
reading of the New Testament
shows us that Jesus did claim
to be God. “I am,” he said.

C.S Lewis in his book “Mere
Christianity” had some choice
words about this subject. This
is what he wrote. “I am trying
here to prevent anyone saying
the really foolish thing that
people often say about Him:
‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a
great moral teacher, but I
don’t accept His claim to be
God.’ That is the one thing we
must not say.

A man who was merely a man
and said the sort of things
Jesus said would not be a
great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic — on a
level with the man who says
he is a poached egg — or else
he would be the Devil of Hell.
You must make your choice.
Either this man was, and is,
the son of God: or else a
madman or something worse.

You can shut Him up for a
fool, you can spit at Him and
kill Him as a demon; or you
can fall at His feet and call
Him Lord and God. But let us
not come up with any
patronizing nonsense about
His being a great
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Preeminence of Christ
(Cont)

Hebrews 1:1–3, “God, who at
sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the
prophets, Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his
Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the
worlds; Who being the
brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his
person, and upholding all
things by the word of his
power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high;”

God is invisible. He is a spirit.
He is not physical. But so we
could see God, Jesus came as
the image of God. God in the
flesh. Jesus declares God. He
says to us: this is God. I am
God.

John 10:30, “I and my Father
are one.” John 10:38, “But if I
do, though ye believe not
me, believe the works: that
ye may know, and believe,
that the Father is in me, and
I in him.”

Back in the Old Testament
when God called Moses to
lead the children of Israel out
of slavery in Egypt to the
Promised Land, the country
God had promised them –
Moses asked God, who do I
tell them you are? What’s
your name? Exodus 3:14,
“And God said unto Moses, I
AM THAT I AM: and he said,
Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, I AM hath
sent me unto you.”

God told Moses that His name
is I AM. That says a lot. I AM
THAT I AM. God is self-existent.
He is the uncreated being. He
did not have a beginning. He
will not have an end. No one,
nothing created God. He has
always been, and He will
always be. And so is the Son of
God, the Word, Jesus Christ. He
has always existed, too, along
with the Holy Ghost.

So, when Jesus was arrested
and the high priest asked
Jesus if He was the Son of God,
what did he say? “I am.”

Mark 14:60–62, “And the high
priest stood up in the midst,
and asked Jesus, saying,
Answerest thou nothing?
what is it which these
witness against thee? But he
held his peace, and answered
nothing. Again the high
priest asked him, and said
unto him, Art thou the Christ,
the Son of the Blessed? And
Jesus said, I am: and ye shall
see the Son of man sitting on
the right hand of power, and
coming in the clouds of
heaven.” Jesus said I am.
Jesus said I am a few other
times, too. I am the bread of
life. I am the light of the world.
I am the door of the sheep. I
am the good shepherd. I am
the resurrection and the life. I
am the way, the truth, and the
life. I am the true vine. I am. I
am. I am.

Are you the Christ, the Son of
God? “I am.” And the high
priest rent or tore his clothes.
He knew what Jesus was
claiming when he said I am. (Page 7)



S p r e a d i n g  t h e  G o o d  N e w s

P a g e  3

The above photo of preachers was taken Friday, August 14, 2026, at the Little River August
Meeting of Georgia hosted by Shoal Creek Primitive Baptist Church.

Back Row (L-R): Elders Ray Blanchard, Victor Halbgewachs, Roger Campbell, Dub Hatten,
Clayton Nowell, and Lloyd Wilkinson

3rd Row (L-R): Elders Gary Harvey, Jonathan Wise, Ricky Arnold, and Ronald Lawrence

2nd Row (L-R): Elders Carl Staten, Glenn Ray, Kevin Kennedy, Richard James, and Dan Hall

Front Row (L-R): Elders Ernie Bryson, Charles Kitchens, Randall Cagle, Sam Etheredge, Dolph
Painter, and Jonathan Moseley

Answers on Page 5

1.  What were the names of the three Hebrew men who were thrown into the f iery furnace?
2.  What woman hid the Israelite spies in Jericho?
3.  Who was the f irst Christian martyr recorded in the book of Acts?

CHALLENGE QUESTIONS:
1.  What was the name of the man who fell out of a third-story window while Paul was

preaching?
2.  Which king of Judah was struck with leprosy after attempting to burn incense in the temple?
3.  What judge of Israel had thirty sons who rode on thirty ass colts and ruled thirty cities?



NEW BABIES!

Roland David Fulmer
Shoal Creek Primitive Baptist Church

Deacon James Clayton
Bethany Primitive Baptist Church
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Brother Chris and Sister Kelsey Fulmer are
announcing their newest blessing . . . 

Roland David Fulmer  
Born at home Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at
8:05 p.m. He weighed 6 pounds 4 ounces,
and was 19.75 inches long.

Brother Bradley and Sister Shayna Clayton are thrilled to announce the birth of
their son!

Deacon James Clayton
He was born Friday, August 7, 2026, at 8:02 p.m. weighing 9 pounds 7 ounces,
and was 21.75 inches long.

Four generations . . . the greatest adventure is about to begin!

First-time parents:  Bradley and Shayna
First-time grandparents:  David and Stacy Lawrence

First-time great grandparents:  Ronald and Karen Lawrence



OBITUARY

Mac was the beloved son of Willie Gay Aldridge and Annie Maude Frizzell Aldridge, both of
whom preceded him in death. Along with cherished brothers Dale and Curtis Aldridge and
sisters Annie Gavra Aldridge, Doris Franks, Ellen Aldridge, Annette Riggs and Sue Martin. He is
survived by his devoted wife of 61 years Ruby, daughter Michelle, son Max, daughter-in-law
Marliss, and his beloved grandson Cayce. He is also survived by his sisters Joyce Raney, Teresa
Jones, brothers Ronnie Aldridge and Mike Hodges, a large extended family of in laws, nieces
and nephews, all of whom he loved dearly.

Mac earned a GED while serving in the military, followed by an Associate's degree f rom South
Georgia Technical College in Americus, Georgia. His military service as a member of the Army
where he was stationed in Germany for four years was marked by commitment and honor.
After his service, Mac embarked on a successful career in the off ice equipment sector,
working for Lanier Business Products in Georgia and Louisiana and later at the University of
Louisiana at Monroe, formerly known as Northeast Louisiana University. His career culminated
with a fulf illing tenure at Southern Business Communications in Norcross, Georgia.

His contributions extended beyond his professional life. Mac was an active member and
Deacon at Sandy Springs Primitive Baptist Church, where he found spiritual fulf illment and
community. His service with the Civil Air Patrol in Georgia and Louisiana spanned 37 years
and he was a respected and recognized leader as President of the Optimist Club in Monroe,
Louisiana.

Mac's life was enriched by his love of the outdoors, where he often spent time hunting and
f ishing with his dear f riend OC Hancock and boating on the Ouachita River and Lake Lanier.
He was a passionate lover of music and found joy playing his guitar, singing karaoke with
f riends and family and singing his beloved hymns at church on Sunday mornings. Next to
music, the love of flying was his favorite, and he could be found flying on his flight simulator
daily.

Known for his loyalty, Mac was a devoted husband, father and f riend. He found joy serving his
community and loved his family and f riends with a generous heart. His family remembers his
advice to be faithful to one's church and to serve each other with guidance f rom above. Mac
leaves behind a legacy of love, service and unwavering faith. His presence will be deeply
missed, but his spirit will live on in the hearts of all who knew him.
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WILLIAM MACARTHUR ALDRIDGE, SR

William MacArthur (Mac) Aldridge, Sr. , 84, of Cumming, Georgia,
peacefully passed f rom this world on Thursday, August 6, 2026, at home
surrounded by his family. With heavy hearts and profound gratitude, we
celebrate the remarkable life of Mac Aldridge, born on June 16, 1942, in
Tallasee, Alabama, Mac lived a life characterized by devotion, service and
love.

1) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego — Daniel 3:12–23 2) Rahab — Joshua 2:1–6 3) Stephen — Acts 7:54–60
CHALLENGE ANSWERS:  1) Eutychus — Acts 20:9 2) Uzziah — 2 Chronicles 26:16–21 3) Jair — Judges 10:3–4 

https://www.legacy.com/us/communities/south-georgia-technical-college-americus-georgia
https://www.legacy.com/us/communities/south-georgia-technical-college-americus-georgia


SAVE THE DATE

Boiling Springs PBC 

1200 Birmingham Rd, Milton, GA

We meet every Tuesday at 6 PM for our midweek

meeting/Bible study.

Forsyth PBC

6010 Shiloh Road, Alpharetta, GA

We have Bible Study via Zoom on Wednesday at

6:30PM. Please text Sister Kathleen Heard at

270.535.9284 to join.

Mount Paran PBC

3749 Mount Paran Church Road, Social Circle, GA

We meet every Wednesday at 7 PM for our Bible

study in person and online via Zoom.

Rock Springs PBC

ZOOM Meeting ONLY

Worship at 7 PM each Thursday. Email Elder

Herb Newsome (hnews01@comcast.net) for the

link.

Sandy Springs PBC 

940 Mt Vernon Hwy NW, Sandy Springs, GA

Bible Study Wednesdays at 7:45 PM via Zoom.

Text Bro. Lloyd Wilkinson 770.633.8420 to join.

Tallapoosa PBC

1021 Tyus Carrollton Road, Carrollton, GA

Eld Asa Moseley, III, fills a standing appointment

on the 4  Sunday each month.th

We have lunch on the last Sunday of each month.

Union PBC 

335 Cox Road, Roswell, GA

We have Bible Study Wednesdays at 7 PM, also

via Zoom. The Preachers’ Meeting is via Zoom

only the second Sunday each month at 7 PM.

Text Bro. Marty Smith 770.401.7982 to join.

WEEKLY/MONTHLY MEETINGS
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Prayer
Requests

Sister Aileen Hood - breast cancer

Pray for our churches without pastors

Pray for our nation and leaders

Oct 27 (Tue)
Special Meeting
Fair Haven PBC,

1630 US 82 Hwy, Tifton, GA
Brother Guna from India will be with us.
Worship: 6:30PM (supper afterwards)

Oct 31 (Sat)
Fall Annual Meeting
Sandy Springs PBC,

940 Mt Vernon Hwy NW, Sandy Springs,
Elders Marty Smith, Randall Cagle, and

Glenn Ray will be with us. 
Worship: 10:30AM (lunch) and 1:30PM

NOV 19-21 (Thr-Sat)
2026 Preachers Meeting 

Hosted by Boiling Springs PBC, 
1200 Birmingham Rd, Milton, GA 

THEME:  How Firm a Foundation 

Dec 12 (Sat)
25  Anniversary Meetingth

Fair Haven PBC,
1630 US 82 Hwy, Tifton, GA

Worship:  10:30AM (lunch), and 1:30PM
Come worship with us.



SEP 4-5 (Fri-Sat)
Mount Paran PBC - 3749 Mt Paran Church Road, Social Circle, GA

 Elder Dolph Painter will be with us for our Fall Meeting. Worship: Friday 7PM (6PM Supper),
Saturday 10AM (lunch) and 1:30PM

SEP 6 (Sun)
Athens-Area Fellowship Meeting - 5900 GA Hwy 81, Loganville, GA

Shiloh Church will host the Athens-Area Fellowship Meeting. 
Elder Philip Dukes (AL) with be the guest preacher. Worship: Sunday 4PM

SEP 17-20 (Thr-Sun)
Bethany PBC - 5101 Old Atlanta Rd, Suwanee, GA 

We are celebrating our 100  Anniversary. Worship: Thursday 7PM; Friday 10:30AM, 2PM, and
7PM; Saturday 10:30AM, 2PM; Sunday 10:30AM 

th

If you have specific memories or photos of Bethany Church, we’d love to hear from you via email
at silas_ford@yahoo.com.

SEP 27 (Sun)
Little River Fellowship Meeting - 174 Fields McGhee Road, Canton, GA

Shoal Creek Church will host the Little River Fellowship Meeting. Worship:  4PM

Special Meetings
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Elder Lloyd Wilkinsom
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Preeminence of Christ
(Cont)

immortality. So when this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory? The sting of death is sin; and the
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to
God, which giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Jesus was the f irstborn of many brethren who
will be resurrected someday. 

You might ask, but weren’t there others who
were raised f rom the dead in the Bible? Why is
Jesus the f irst born? Elijah raised the son of the
widow of Zarephath. Elisha raised the son of the
woman of Shunem. Jesus raised the son of the
widow of Nain, the daughter of Jairus, and
Lazarus. How could Jesus be the f irstborn?

Because all of those other folks, who were raised
f rom the dead, died again. Jesus didn’t. They
weren’t raised in their glorif ied, eternal bodies
like Jesus was. Jesus will never die

human teacher. He has not left that open to
us. He did not intend to.”

Wow! Lewis calls ‘em like he sees ‘em, doesn’t
he!

Let’s continue. “The f irstborn of every
creature” Remember, this is about Jesus being
the preeminence. He is the f irst. He is the best.
He is the most. He is superior to all. He is f irst
in all things. He is the f irstborn of every
creature. This means that Jesus was the f irst to
be resurrected in his glorif ied, eternal body.

When Jesus comes back to get us one day, our
hope is that we’ll be resurrected and our
bodies changed into our eternal spiritual
bodies that will never die, just like Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 15:51–57, “Behold, I shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, In a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on (Page 8)

mailto:silas_ford@yahoo.com


Your contributions are
appreciated - please

 mail to the
address above.

Memo: Newsletter

Email announcements, 
prayer requests, 
praise reports, 

and other news to:
 

MYRAMEDLIN77@GMAIL.COM
by the 20  th

of each month.

Visit us on our website:
spreadingthegoodnews.com
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SANDY SPRINGS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
940 MOUNT VERNON HWY NW

SANDY SPRINGS, GA 30327
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again. And when we are raised on resurrection
day, we will never die again either. Jesus is the
preeminent one in the resurrection.

Jesus created everything. Visible and invisible.
He created the material universe. Everything
in it. And he created the invisible spiritual
world, too. Everything! But I want you to
notice two very important words at the end of
verse 16 --“for him.” Everything was created
by Jesus, but it was also created – for him. This
is all for him. Everything!

Actually, that’s what you would expect if He’s
the preeminent one, isn’t it? Superior to all.
And when it says all things were created for
Him, it DOES mean all things.

How about your salvation? Is that for you? Or
is it for Him? Isn’t salvation one of the “all
things”? This says that your salvation is for
Jesus.

How about your resurrection? Is that for you?
Or is it for Jesus? This says it’s for Jesus. ALL
things! Jesus gets the honor and glory for all
things! 

It really gives you another perspective on
Jesus’s preeminence, doesn’t it?

Verse 17 – “by him all things consist.” Not
only did Jesus create everything, but He’s
holding everything together, too. Hebrews 1:3,
“Who being the brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the  

Majesty on high;” Jesus is holding everything
together with His power. The word of His power.
We know that gravity keeps things f rom just
flying off the Earth into outer space. Jesus is
doing that.

Subatomic forces, the strong nuclear force, the
weak nuclear force, the gravitational force, the
electromagnetic force – all of these forces
holding atoms together -- Jesus is doing that
Himself. By Himself.

And f inally -- Jesus is the head of the church.
We are the body. The church. The body serves
the head. The head has the preeminence. In all
things Jesus has the preeminence. This is the
way God the Father wanted it. It pleased the
Father that in Jesus should all fullness dwell.

It is all by Him and for Him. How great is our
Lord! How great Thou art! Jesus is preeminent.
First in everything. Superior in all.

It means that our salvation is not about us, it’s
about Jesus. Ultimately our salvation is making
Jesus the preeminent one.

So, how about it? Does Jesus have prominence
in your life? Or does he have preeminence in
your life?

All of God’s children have Christ in them. For
some Christians Jesus is even prominent in 
their lives.

But is Jesus preeminent in your life? Is Jesus
everything to you? Is He in f irst place? Let’s
make Jesus preeminent in our lives.  Because 
it’s all about Jesus, all the time! 
May God Bless You.

mailto:MyraMedlin77@gmail.com
http://spreadingthegoodnews.com/
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	NEW BABIES!
	Roland David Fulmer
	Shoal Creek Primitive Baptist Church
	Brother Chris and Sister Kelsey Fulmer are announcing their newest blessing . . .

	Roland David Fulmer
	Born at home Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at 8:05 p.m. He weighed 6 pounds 4 ounces, and was 19.75 inches long.

	Deacon James Clayton
	Bethany Primitive Baptist Church
	Brother Bradley and Sister Shayna Clayton are thrilled to announce the birth of their son!

	Deacon James Clayton
	He was born Friday, August 7, 2026, at 8:02 p.m. weighing 9 pounds 7 ounces, and was 21.75 inches long.
	First-time parents:  Bradley and Shayna
	First-time grandparents:  David and Stacy Lawrence
	First-time great grandparents:  Ronald and Karen Lawrence
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	WILLIAM MACARTHUR ALDRIDGE, SR
	William MacArthur (Mac) Aldridge, Sr., 84, of Cumming, Georgia, peacefully passed from this world on Thursday, August 6, 2026, at home surrounded by his family. With heavy hearts and profound gratitude, we celebrate the remarkable life of Mac Aldridge, born on June 16, 1942, in Tallasee, Alabama, Mac lived a life characterized by devotion, service and love.
	Mac was the beloved son of Willie Gay Aldridge and Annie Maude Frizzell Aldridge, both of whom preceded him in death. Along with cherished brothers Dale and Curtis Aldridge and sisters Annie Gavra Aldridge, Doris Franks, Ellen Aldridge, Annette Riggs and Sue Martin. He is survived by his devoted wife of 61 years Ruby, daughter Michelle, son Max, daughter-in-law Marliss, and his beloved grandson Cayce. He is also survived by his sisters Joyce Raney, Teresa Jones, brothers Ronnie Aldridge and Mike Hodges, a large extended family of in laws, nieces and nephews, all of whom he loved dearly.
	Mac earned a GED while serving in the military, followed by an Associate's degree from South Georgia Technical College in Americus, Georgia. His military service as a member of the Army where he was stationed in Germany for four years was marked by commitment and honor. After his service, Mac embarked on a successful career in the office equipment sector, working for Lanier Business Products in Georgia and Louisiana and later at the University of Louisiana at Monroe, formerly known as Northeast Louisiana University. His career culminated with a fulfilling tenure at Southern Business Communications in Norcross, Georgia.
	His contributions extended beyond his professional life. Mac was an active member and Deacon at Sandy Springs Primitive Baptist Church, where he found spiritual fulfillment and community. His service with the Civil Air Patrol in Georgia and Louisiana spanned 37 years and he was a respected and recognized leader as President of the Optimist Club in Monroe, Louisiana.
	Mac's life was enriched by his love of the outdoors, where he often spent time hunting and fishing with his dear friend OC Hancock and boating on the Ouachita River and Lake Lanier. He was a passionate lover of music and found joy playing his guitar, singing karaoke with friends and family and singing his beloved hymns at church on Sunday mornings. Next to music, the love of flying was his favorite, and he could be found flying on his flight simulator daily.
	Known for his loyalty, Mac was a devoted husband, father and friend. He found joy serving his community and loved his family and friends with a generous heart. His family remembers his advice to be faithful to one's church and to serve each other with guidance from above. Mac leaves behind a legacy of love, service and unwavering faith. His presence will be deeply missed, but his spirit will live on in the hearts of all who knew him.
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	Prayer
	Requests
	WEEKLY/MONTHLY MEETINGS
	Boiling Springs PBC
	1200 Birmingham Rd, Milton, GA

	We meet every Tuesday at 6 PM for our midweek meeting/Bible study.
	Forsyth PBC
	6010 Shiloh Road, Alpharetta, GA
	We have Bible Study via Zoom on Wednesday at 6:30PM. Please text Sister Kathleen Heard at 270.535.9284 to join.

	Mount Paran PBC
	3749 Mount Paran Church Road, Social Circle, GA
	We meet every Wednesday at 7 PM for our Bible study in person and online via Zoom.

	Rock Springs PBC
	ZOOM Meeting ONLY
	Worship at 7 PM each Thursday. Email Elder Herb Newsome (hnews01@comcast.net) for the link.

	Sandy Springs PBC
	940 Mt Vernon Hwy NW, Sandy Springs, GA
	Bible Study Wednesdays at 7:45 PM via Zoom. Text Bro. Lloyd Wilkinson 770.633.8420 to join.
	1021 Tyus Carrollton Road, Carrollton, GA
	Eld Asa Moseley, III, fills a standing appointment on the 4th Sunday each month.
	We have lunch on the last Sunday of each month.

	Union PBC
	335 Cox Road, Roswell, GA
	We have Bible Study Wednesdays at 7 PM, also
	via Zoom. The Preachers’ Meeting is via Zoom
	only the second Sunday each month at 7 PM.
	Text Bro. Marty Smith 770.401.7982 to join.
	Sister Aileen Hood - breast cancer

	Pray for our nation and leaders


	SAVE THE DATE
	Special Meeting
	Fair Haven PBC,
	1630 US 82 Hwy, Tifton, GA
	Brother Guna from India will be with us.
	Oct 31 (Sat)

	Fall Annual Meeting
	Sandy Springs PBC,
	940 Mt Vernon Hwy NW, Sandy Springs,
	Elders Marty Smith, Randall Cagle, and Glenn Ray will be with us.
	Worship: 10:30AM (lunch) and 1:30PM
	NOV 19-21 (Thr-Sat)

	2026 Preachers Meeting
	Hosted by Boiling Springs PBC,
	1200 Birmingham Rd, Milton, GA

	THEME:  How Firm a Foundation
	Dec 12 (Sat)

	25th Anniversary Meeting
	Worship:  10:30AM (lunch), and 1:30PM
	Come worship with us.
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	Special Meetings
	SEP 4-5 (Fri-Sat)
	Mount Paran PBC - 3749 Mt Paran Church Road, Social Circle, GA
	Elder Dolph Painter will be with us for our Fall Meeting. Worship: Friday 7PM (6PM Supper), Saturday 10AM (lunch) and 1:30PM
	SEP 6 (Sun)
	Athens-Area Fellowship Meeting - 5900 GA Hwy 81, Loganville, GA
	Shiloh Church will host the Athens-Area Fellowship Meeting.
	Elder Philip Dukes (AL) with be the guest preacher. Worship: Sunday 4PM
	SEP 17-20 (Thr-Sun)
	Bethany PBC - 5101 Old Atlanta Rd, Suwanee, GA
	We are celebrating our 100th Anniversary. Worship: Thursday 7PM; Friday 10:30AM, 2PM, and 7PM; Saturday 10:30AM, 2PM; Sunday 10:30AM
	If you have specific memories or photos of Bethany Church, we’d love to hear from you via email at silas_ford@yahoo.com.
	SEP 27 (Sun)
	Little River Fellowship Meeting - 174 Fields McGhee Road, Canton, GA
	Shoal Creek Church will host the Little River Fellowship Meeting. Worship:  4PM

	Elder Lloyd Wilkinsom
	Preeminence of Christ
	(Cont)
	human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”
	Wow! Lewis calls ‘em like he sees ‘em, doesn’t he!
	Let’s continue. “The firstborn of every creature” Remember, this is about Jesus being the preeminence. He is the first. He is the best. He is the most. He is superior to all. He is first in all things. He is the firstborn of every creature. This means that Jesus was the first to be resurrected in his glorified, eternal body.
	When Jesus comes back to get us one day, our hope is that we’ll be resurrected and our bodies changed into our eternal spiritual bodies that will never die, just like Jesus.
	1 Corinthians 15:51–57, “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
	immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
	Jesus was the firstborn of many brethren who will be resurrected someday.
	You might ask, but weren’t there others who were raised from the dead in the Bible? Why is Jesus the first born? Elijah raised the son of the widow of Zarephath. Elisha raised the son of the woman of Shunem. Jesus raised the son of the widow of Nain, the daughter of Jairus, and Lazarus. How could Jesus be the firstborn?
	Because all of those other folks, who were raised from the dead, died again. Jesus didn’t. They weren’t raised in their glorified, eternal bodies like Jesus was. Jesus will never die
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	again. And when we are raised on resurrection day, we will never die again either. Jesus is the preeminent one in the resurrection.
	Jesus created everything. Visible and invisible. He created the material universe. Everything in it. And he created the invisible spiritual world, too. Everything! But I want you to notice two very important words at the end of verse 16 --“for him.” Everything was created by Jesus, but it was also created – for him. This is all for him. Everything!
	Actually, that’s what you would expect if He’s the preeminent one, isn’t it? Superior to all. And when it says all things were created for Him, it DOES mean all things.
	How about your salvation? Is that for you? Or is it for Him? Isn’t salvation one of the “all things”? This says that your salvation is for Jesus.
	How about your resurrection? Is that for you? Or is it for Jesus? This says it’s for Jesus. ALL things! Jesus gets the honor and glory for all things!
	It really gives you another perspective on Jesus’s preeminence, doesn’t it?
	Verse 17 – “by him all things consist.” Not only did Jesus create everything, but He’s holding everything together, too. Hebrews 1:3, “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
	Majesty on high;” Jesus is holding everything together with His power. The word of His power. We know that gravity keeps things from just flying off the Earth into outer space. Jesus is doing that.
	Subatomic forces, the strong nuclear force, the weak nuclear force, the gravitational force, the electromagnetic force – all of these forces holding atoms together -- Jesus is doing that Himself. By Himself.
	And finally -- Jesus is the head of the church. We are the body. The church. The body serves the head. The head has the preeminence. In all things Jesus has the preeminence. This is the way God the Father wanted it. It pleased the Father that in Jesus should all fullness dwell.
	It is all by Him and for Him. How great is our Lord! How great Thou art! Jesus is preeminent. First in everything. Superior in all.
	It means that our salvation is not about us, it’s about Jesus. Ultimately our salvation is making Jesus the preeminent one.
	So, how about it? Does Jesus have prominence in your life? Or does he have preeminence in your life?
	All of God’s children have Christ in them. For some Christians Jesus is even prominent in
	their lives.
	But is Jesus preeminent in your life? Is Jesus
	everything to you? Is He in first place? Let’s make Jesus preeminent in our lives.  Because
	it’s all about Jesus, all the time!
	May God Bless You.
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